Somerset Place State Historic Site

Throughout recorded history, families have depended upon naturally
grown and cultivated organic materials to craft objects they needed.
Made From Off The Land, presents some objects that might have been
made by enslaved and employed white families living at Somerset
Place plantation in 1843. The focus is on objects that were primarily
made by women and children using materials that could easily be col-
lected near the home.
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CORN SHUCK/
CORNHUSK DOLLS

CORNCOB PIPES

Comshuck and corncob dolls

have been made by Northeastern
Indians probably since the begin-
ning of corn agriculture more
than a thousand years ago. A
type of Iroquois doll was made
in response to bad dreams. The
doll was later discarded and put
back into the earth to carry away
the evil of the dream.

During the 1840s, on plantations
such as Somerset Place, general-
ly, only the plantation owner
could afford to purchase dolls
and other toys for their children.
During harvest time, the children
of the overseers and enslaved
families gathered corn husks and
corncobs and lovingly crafted
dolls. .

REED & CANE

The love of music is a defin-

ing human characteristic. In
1840, the cost of store bought
musical instrument was prohibi-
tive for most families. Fathers
and  grandfathers  lovingly
carved whistles and flutes from
reed and cane growing nearby.
Yard brooms were also made
with reed.

The history of smoking pipes

comes from the ancient world
where they were invented and
reinvented around the world.
Depending on place and time,
pipes have been made of a va-
riety of materials including
clay, glass, metal, cherry wood,
and bamboo.

Smoking pipes made of corn-
cob bowls with reed stems were
popular in the 1840s among
people working in agricultural
settings. During corn shelling
season, when feed corn for farm
animals was stored in barns for
the winter, corncobs were plen-
tiful. Pipes made from the corn-
cobs were combustible and fre-
quently had to be replaced.
Both men and women indulged
in the habit of corncob pipe
smoking.
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