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H.denten and the War Of 18

The United States dedared war on Great Britain in June of 1812.

Not everyone was happy about the decision.
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Although Pres. James Madison’s Democratic 5 duy Mormivg, June 25, 1812,
- Republican Party supported it, many - PDECLARAT ‘Uﬁrhf WAR !
members .uf the Federalist Party uPPnsed it. . O e Ao T
The tension between the two parties 3 4 o’ciock 1. M. June 18, 1812,

‘ : : : Thc injurction of secrecy was about an
appeared in Edenton during the election of 1 Q:u removed frory the following Mes-

. . L Act.  The report or manifesto |

1812, when Federalists accused soldiers under - which pieceded the uct is to loug for preseat |

1on,

the command of Capt. Jesse Copeland of

intjmidatjng voters at the Chowan County The announcement of war from the ?“”" 25, 1812

Courthouse Edenton Gazette. See page 7 for the full declaration.

oA sailor, who had enlisted in the company, having courage enough to vote for the federal
ticket, was advancing to do so, when be was seized by the gang of soldiers, headed by one
of their officers, in the court-house, in the very presence of the Sheriff, and by violence
withbeld from the polls.

- Edenton Gazette, October 13, 1812

Although Democratic-Republicans denied that the events described took place, tensions
remained, and Captain Copeland continued to come under fire from Federalists for
several months afterwards.

By the summer of 1813, rumors of a British naval fleet approaching the North Carolina
coast caused alarm in many coastal towns. Edenton, as a port town, was also anxious,

and some residents left town seeking a safer haven from the feared attack.

The James Iredell family fled to the Hermitage Plantation in Martin County, owned by
James Iredell Jr.’s uncdle Samuel Johnston. Meanwhile, Edenton made plans to defend
itself. In a letter dated June 18, 1813, Annie, James’s eldest sister, reported seeing local
troops in Edenton.

I have not yet seen the fortifications that have been erected; but it is thought they will defend the
town from any force it is probable the English will send against it though indeed, there seems to be
no inducement for them to send a force bere at all. <Militia to the amount of seven hundred had

been assembled bere before intelligence was of the departure of the enemy. One or two companies
have arrived since, two or three corps of volunteers offered their services. It is proposed, I believe
to retain a small body of troops bere for some time. eAnd a very strict guard is kept up every night.

President Madison dedlared the war over in February of 1815. Although British troops
invaded Ocracoke and Portsmouth Islands, they never appeared in Edenton.



The Edenton Gazette published this full page copy of
the Declaration of War against England.
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EDENTON GAZETTE Extra—Thurs-
doy Morning, June 25, 1812,

DECLARATION of WAR!

Oﬁrr of the Natioal Intelligencer,
4 o'clock P, M. Jine 18, 1812,
The injusction of segricy ‘was ubout an
'1\ rugo removed from the following Mes-
e and Act. The report or - manifesio
-l.u-k preceded the act is o' loug for prescat
publication. ‘;

i the Segmre and House of Refifescntatives
of the United Stares.

T communicate to Congress ‘certain docu-

'?‘le'nl!. hr'l:i a eontivuinon of fhose heretn.

e 1aid e them, on the ect o’dﬂr
aff.irs wotk Great-Britain, o

Withrut going b.ck beyond dw%r-ni of

1803 of the war in which x i 1w

engaged, And utmitfing unred) o wrorgs of

inferior magnitude, the condict of her Bos
‘Vernment resents a series of nets eto
the United States, as o inde| t and
nudival navion.

Britwhi cruizers in the o nrimued

practice of vie Americin flag on
the gre.t lu.n:;

:& and f sewsing
and carrying g under it—nat
in the exeromeof a rent right, found-
ed o the 14 nitggs against an entmy,
N but of s nmnTtIp.-l Ative over Britwh

subjects.  Briti etion is thus extend-

ed o rentral a situation where no

JJuws canopera law of nations ard
“the laws of the country to whch the vessels
bBelong —and a selferedress is assumed, which,
'IF British subjects weve wrangfully detained
& ulone concerned, is that sub-titution of foree
for a resort Lo the responsib'@ sovereign, which
fally within the definition of war. Couldl the

:' seizure of Britidh subjects, in such cases, be
regarded thin the exercime of & belligr-,
L rent right arknowledged laws of war,

| which farbid an article of capiared property
to e adjudged, withoor a teqular indestigin.
tiom hefure o eompetent tribunal, woud im.
pericusly demand the fuirest triad where the
sncred rights of persons were at tssue. lu
P! ce pf such 2" tridl, thewe,rights are subject-
L 4 1 ed tothe will f every petty eommander
{ .. The practice, hence, is so fur from nfiect-
ine Hrstish st o thut wotler pretent
searching for these, thoussnds of American
citizens, tnder the sifeguard of public law,
nrad of their mationsl A.g, have been turn
Feom their ciuntry and from every ung dear
to them =have been dragged on board ships
“of war of a foreign nation, and exposed un-
1 dér the ‘severities of thele disciplie, to be
S exiled to'the most distint and  decdly elimes,
* o to risk their lives in the battles of their op-
pressors, and fo ke the melancholy instru.
] ments of tuking awdy these of tlicir own
iren.

Against this crving enorinity, which .
Britatn weuld'be soprompt to avenge if com-
mitted sgninst herself, the United Stutes have

o in vain exhivsted remonstrances and expos-
tulatiens, - Ard that no proof might be wants
Ing of the'r conciliatory dispraitions, and no
‘pretext left for a'continaance of the practice,
the British government was formally assured
‘of the rendiness of the United States to enter
* {ote drrangements, such as could not be re-
Jected, if the vecavery of British subjecis
were the real and wole thject.<The commu-
fication prssed withiour e ffecr,

2 Briti<h cruizers have been in the practice
ﬁi_u' f violuting the rights and the peaceof

'} n ts. They hover over and hurrass

i tering snd departing commerce, To

| most insalting piretensicns they sdded the
| st lawless proceedings in our very harbors

1 w—antl have wantonly spilt American blood

within the sanctuary of our territorid! jaris-
diction. The principles and rules eotoreed
by that ntion, when a neutral oation, agamst
armedl (@ssels of helligerents hovering near

\ bereoasty, wrd disturbioe her commeree, are

well gnown.  When called on neveriheless,
br the United States 10 panish - the greater
off nres committed by her own vessels, her
government has lievawed on their commane
ders additional inarks of henor wnd confidence.

Under pretended blockardes, without the
presence of an adequite force, and somwe

times without the pracubility of applying s,

our commerce has been plundered in every
sen, the great stuples of our country have been

cut off fram their legnimare markets, snd n

destructive blow aimed at our agricoliural
ard maritime interests.  In aggravowen of
these predatory measures, they have leén
constdered as i force from the dates of their
notification § & retrospective effct being thus
added, ns has been done in other inportant
cises, tothe unlawfoloess of the course purs
sued —Ard 10 render theé outrage the mme
sienal these mock block ides have been reits
erated and enforced in the fice of official
communigatinns from the Rritish grvernment
decluring, as the troe defivition of a legal

Y

©5  lockade, “ that parucular ports must be ac-

tually mvested, and previous warning given
1o vessels bound ta them, not to enter.”

ot comtent with these accusional expedie.
ents for laying wiste ot neutral teade, the
‘eabinet of Great:Britan resorted, at length,
to the sweeping system of blockades, under
the name of the Orders in Council, which
has been moulded and managed, as niight
best suit its political vie s commercial
Jedlousies, or the uvidny ?iﬁmh cruizers,

T's our Temonstrances against the conplhi-
cated and transcend -t injustite «f this moo-
vation, the first teply wus that the Orders
were refuctamtly adoptedby Great-Britain as
‘a necessary retalintion on Decrees of her e-
nemy proclaiming a generul blockade of the
British Isles, at a time when the paval force
of that enemy dured not towsue from his own
pores.  She was reminded, without effect,’
that ber own prier blockade, unsspported by
an adequate naval force actually applied arid
coliinved, were » bir to this. an that ex-
eculed edicis against milhions of our property
could not be retaliation on Edicts conféasedly
impossib'e to be “execoted § that retaliation,
to e just, should fall an the party setting the
guilty example, nat on an maccent party,
wihich was not even chargeable with ‘an sic-
quiescence with it.

Wiren deprived of this Mlimsy weil for a
prohibition of our trade with her enemy, by
the repeal of his prohihition of our trade with
Great-Britain, her csbiner, instedof a cor-
re pording repeal or a practical discontinu-
ance of its Or'ers, formally avowed a deter.
minatico te persist in them ogainst the U,
States, until the markets of her enemy should
be Jiid open 1o Britsh products § thus assert- |
ing an obligatinn en 3 neurrel power 1o re-
quire one belligerent to encourage, by its ine
ternal regulations, the trade of belli-
gerent ; ontrad g her owl ife to=
wards &l vations in péace as well 45 in war :
and betraying the insmcerity of those
sions which inculcated a belief that, havi Il;
vesorted to her Orders with. regiet, she was
Anxiols for ﬁndm; an nﬂ:nhn r putting in
end 1o them. -~ +

Abandoning -ﬁ?ﬁmm all respect for the
veutral rights of the U. Stares, and for its
nwn cousistency, the British government now
demands as pre-requisites to a repeal of s
arders, as they ralite to the U States, that
a furmaliny should be observed in the repesd
of the Freoch Decrees in wise necessary to
their termmation, nor exemplified by Hritish
weage 3 and that the French repeal, besides
including that portion of the rees which
nperates withm a ferritorial Jurisdiction, as
well as that which qwratﬂ on 1he high seas
against e ¢ammerce of {he Unnﬂﬁﬁn
shou'd not be 2 single special Ia -
ton ta the United States, but
teled to whetéver other neu
connected with them may benffe
Decrees.  And as an additional wsult, t

.re called on for a formal disavowal of cond
tinns and prefencons advanced by the F
government, for which the U. States &
far from Wt ing made themselves
that in offictal explanitions, which have hrltl
publisecd 1o the world, spd in & correspens|
dence of the American Minister st London
with the British® Minister of Foreign A irs. |
such a responsibility was ‘explicitly and em-
phatically disclaimed

It his become indeed sufficlently certain
that thie eammerce f the U, Sates is obe
saerificed, not as interfering wich the bellige-
rent rights of G, Hritin, not ax sppiving
the wants of her eremies, which she hersclf
supplies. but as interfering with the monopo-
Iy which she covets for ber own commerce
and ‘navigation, She carries on 2 war against
the lawfil commerce of a friend, that she
may the hetter carry on & commierce with
enemy, & commerrce pallated by the forgeries
and perjurie- which are For the most part the
only passpotts by which it can succeed.

Anxious 1o make every experiment short
of the last resort of injured nations, the Uni-
ted States have withheld from Great-Britain,
under successive maodificatisns, the broefita
of a free intercourse with their market, the
loss of which coalid not hut odtweigh the pro-
firs acerumz from her restrictiens of vuor
commerce with sther nations,  And tn entitle
thi~e experiments 1o the more Favoruble con-
sideration, they were sn framed as to rnabie
her to plice her adversary under the exclu-
sive operation of them. —To these appeals
hier government has been equally inflexible,
a« if willing 10 m. ke sacnifices of every sort,
ratlier than yield ro the clims of jostice, or
rencune the errors of a false pride.—Nay,
#0 fur were the attempis carried, in nvercome
the attichment of the British cablml tolu'
unjust Edicts, that it received eve
ragement, within the competency llwrx-
ecunive hranch of our grvermment, to expect
that a repeal of them would be followed by
war between the L. States and France, un-
less the French Edicis should also be repeal-

ed —Fwven this communication, n!lbu’ﬂlm
in the

| nations une
el by Lhmﬁﬂ

——

nally the plea tor

t .-

If no” ather ‘proof existed of a pre.dﬂm
mination of the Hritivh governmeiit against
a tepeal of its Orders, it might be found
in ‘the carrespondence of the Mmister
Plenipotentiary  of  the United States
at London, and the British Secretary for Fo-
reig Affuirs in 1810, on the questicn w
the hlockade of May, 1806, was considered
as inTorce or asnt in force. Ithad been
wscertained that the French government,
vhich urged this blcckade as the ground of
s Berlin Decree, was willing, in the event
o fsremaval, to repeal that decree ; which
being followrd by aliernate repeals of the o-
ther cflensive mig ht abolish the whole
‘wysiem oo hoth sides. Tl invit ng opporiu-
nify tor sccomplishing an object o importunt
to the Umied es, and professed so oftn
tebe the desive of hath fhz beliigerents, wus
m.de known to the Brotish goverument.  As
that government sdmits that an sctual sppli-
cation of an adequite force is necessary to
the existence of « | blockade, snd it was
notoricus, that of a force had ever been
applied, its long @icontinu.nce hod armulied

‘the bluckade n Question, there could be no
sufficieit cbjectin on the. part of Great Bui-
tain o a formal revocation of it 5 and Do ima-
ginahle abject a decluration of the fuct
that the hidckade did not exist.  The decls-
ratien would huve bren tmmdm“ with her
avowed prin;lpln of blnckwar, would

hive enabled rn m demand
“from ‘!’:ﬁ-u m«m‘d of her de-
ith spceess, 10 whichcase the

'\'q would have been for ageneral
repeal of the belligerent edicts ; or without
success, in which ihe U. States weuid
have been jusified in turning their me.sures

veinment would, however, neither rescind
the blocksde nor declare its non-existence ;
nor peeaitt its nonsexistence to be inferred &
g R
n the contrary ting
to be comprehended in the Orders in Calncil,
the United States were ¢ompelled sb to re-
gard it in their mﬂkqurnl proceedings,
There was n perid .ihu a fuvorable
c!ui‘e in the poliey «f the British cabinent

Mtnillﬂ’ u
jesty here ¢ #n adjustment of the dil-
ferences more muhdl-l-lr endangering the
harmany of the two countries. The' projio.
sition was mecepted with a promptitute snd
cordiulity corresponding with the invariable
professions of this government. A faunda-
tion appenred to be laid fér a sincere and
lasting reconciltation,  The prospect, howes
ver, quick'y vanished —The whole proceéd-
ing was disavowed by the British emnment
withetit anv explanstion which éould at that
time repress the Lelief, that the disavowal
{ moceeded fromea spirit of hosnlity to the
cothme: cial anid prosperity of the U
Stutes, And it has since conie into proof,
that at the very moment when the pubiic mi-

wan holding the lancusge of frien-hip.
and inspiring confidence~in ‘the sincerity of
the negocitun with mlieh he v as charged)
a secret agent’of his government was em.
plaved in intrigues, having for their cbjectn |
subversidn of our government, and a disnieme
bermentof our happy Union,

l viewing the conduct of Great-Britain

the United Stafes, cur attenfiin is
uatdtu drawn to'the warfare just rencw-
the savages, on one of our extensive
fmuﬂ—. warfare which is known to spare
neither age nor sex, and to be distingunhed
bv ‘e itures peculiarly shickng to humaniy.
Ttis difficult to account for the scuvny and
eombinations which have for some tifne been
develuping themselves aming the tribesin
constant intercourse with Hritish traders and
rrisons, without comnecting the'r Wostility
ith that ivAuence—and withowr recollecting
the authenticated examples of such interpo-
sitions he retofore furnished by the officers and
“'P!“! of that government,

Sach is the spectucie of injuries and indig-
nities which hive been heaped on our couns
trv—antl such the crisis which its unexam-
pled forbe irance and concihatory effurts have
‘oot been able to avert. It might at Jeast
have been expected. that an enlightened na.
tiem, if less arged by moral cbligations, or
invited b friendly dispostions on the part of
the United States, would have found in its
Ptrae interest alone o sufficient mative 1o re=
Capect their vights and their tranquility en the
high seas—that & eilarged policy weuld
have favored that free and general circulas
tien of commerce, in which the Writish pa-
tion'1s at wll times interested, and which in
times of war Is the best alleviation of its cas
lamities to herself, as well as to other belli-
gerents—and more especially that the Brinsh
cabinet would not for the sake of a precuri-
ous and surraptitions intercourse with hostile

aa‘hum d:epual o disposi

have p d ic & course of

U. Seares © fuqniunut'hm Edicts, drigr- | measures which
them, recesved pgun- | Invaluable _rtmdi

faring citizens still the daily vietifas of tnmﬂL

exclusively sgamst France. The British go-

e e ok e

“ns estabENel, —The | shown thati smce the-
iry of his Britannic Ma- |-

lhr nited Stat

_nrri he solemn aller ot n{

|he|a. proceed tn mnut llut

niraticn: last made 10 Co w

b'ﬂnl'nr relations with ‘?pi‘u- f h"h.u e
« of

the the Unih m sue

thorised iliegal caprores, Mhnpnumn‘

ﬂ‘t hazard the
and gmmn‘
country, 1o cultivate the mutual

vantages df an active commerce.
‘Other cruncils have prevailed. Our mos
deration ardl conciliation have hod no ather
effect than o rance, and pe
o enlarge pretensiona.  We belinld nur se. -

less vinlrnce committed on the grent commeog
and highway of nations, even within sightof
the country which owes them protéction. =

We behold our vessels, freighted with the
preducts of dur 58l and industry, or retirte
ing with the honest of them, wrest.
ed from ilieir lawful destinatirns, confiscat
by prize caitirts no rr'the argans of pohlie
law, but the instro of arbitrary ribetag
and their unfortunate #rtv“ and
lost, or forced or inuull’l in ‘British ports
inta British fleets ;° AFgUME Aty 4re eme
plaved. insupport of these aggressiins, which
hive o foundation ‘1%1“ n prinrrplr !qﬂl'lr
supporing a clalm o regulte our extérna
commerce in all cases whatwesér.

We behold, ywon the side of Grent-
Britain, & stare lFW"" [LE T
and on e side o! the [Tnned Scates a stae
of peace wwards Great-R-ituin, -

Whether the Ui Staes shall comlrm.
passive under these progieisive usurpations,
und these acc bpulatiog wrongs ; ar, opposing,
torce to firce in nce of their astural
rights, shall ‘commit a just cause ‘inte the
hands of the Almighty Dhispoier of events 3
avoiding ull connectibns I'Il'ﬂl might mn.
gle it in the l.'l‘bt!'l:l_.‘ﬂ!wlﬂ other

k.

rra, und prevery readi e
feace rm LR m- ques’

the © i wikelv o firldes 10 thﬂt{ ]
%u rlhﬂu uf the vernment, b
In nmending it tn their delibrraas
tiony, 1am happy io the ussurince that the

decivion will be worthy the enlightened and
patriotic councils of a 'tirmul!. lb‘!!‘. and &

werful nation, g
ntln' rﬂrntrd v f the
’E%,

pubilic ships, and that other ourrages hate
‘heen practi on our vessels and (1 citizens,
It ulllhlm been seen also, that mo indemni=

ty had been prvidéd or satnfact gl,,um..
eil, for the extensive spolit l'l'lillrd. ;
r the vio'eat and Vetrospective orders

e Frerich gavernment sigainst the property
d' cur citizens seized wihin the jurisdiction >
of France, 1 shdtain at this tme from re=
commending o the conside ratinn of Congress
defimitive meastres with respect 1o that nne
fion, in the expecation, that the result of
u clnied discussions hetwien our Minister
Pe--lpumn-\-y at Paris awd_the French gos ¢

vernment ‘enible Congress ta
decide, with vantage, on thr cooree
due to the rights, the interest, the huner
our country "
" JAMFS MADISON,

me June I-.r, 131!.

dom af 4
The & iy drreqf and the Unit
Srates of Am and their Terri vrice,

he S nate and House
Representaives of the United Staren'of As
mevica in Congress aesembled, Tha WAR
e wnd the same is hereby declared to exing
lwl ween the United Kingdom of Great-Briz

an and 1vel ind und the dependencies there-
.,r and the United States of \mericn uﬂ
their territories ; and that the Preddem:
the United Sttes he and He is hereby nitlios
rised to use the whole land and naval fore ‘ :
ot the United States ta cirry the same wite |
cff ct, and fo issue to private srined vessely ¥

of the Unned States commissions of letrers
of mirgue and general reprisal, in suchf
a4 he sh.!l thivk proper and under the
of the United States, against the w'hrh
gonds, and ¢t of the government of the
same United Kingdom nf Gml-aﬂl.un u‘.
Ireland, and of the subjects the:

June 18, 1812,
Arrroven.

JAMES MADISON.
NEGATIVES. et

The Senators who 'voted against the 'l.ﬂ
were the six Frderal Senators. and Mewrs,
Gilman, New-H mpshire, Howell, Khodes
Island, Grrman, New-York, Lambert, News
Jersev, Reed, Manland, Pope, Keniucky,
and Wr:lwmglon Ohin, o

Both Houses of Congress were s with f4
closed duurs va Friday. .




James Iredell. Jr

James Iredell, Jr. (November 2, 1788- April 1,
1853) was the son of James Iredell (October s, 1751 -
October 20, 1799), an early North Carolina
Attorney General and an Associate Justice on the
first United States Supreme Court, as appointed in
1791 by George Washington. James Jr.’s mother,
Hannah Johnston Iredell, was the sister of Samuel
Johnston, a North Carolina governor and United
States senator.

—

James Iredell Jr. attended Edenton Academy, the -\
College of New Jersey (Princeton University), and & t:,f.m ‘
was admitted to the North Carolina Bar in 180g.

Fames Iredell Fr. late in life, circa 1850.

Attention !

By 1812 James Iredell Jr. was a 24-year-old i anron VoLcutiin i

SR |' ordered to atiend a Rrglm'u al Muster,

attorr.le)t when he was comnnss:onf:c’i’as a e i o A

captain in the Chowan County Militia, but | a9 o ;.lock precisely, en the ysual p.raa
M -

he never saw active duty in the Chowan

J &\rlE 5 IREDELL, Capr, o
chimcnt. -

J’m9

oA militia muster announcement from Iredell.
Edenton Gazette.

In August of 1814, after the British burned Washington, D.C., Pres. James Madison
ordered fifteen hundred militia troops from North Carolina to defend Norfolk,
Virginia.

The O.S. (apitol after being burned by the British, 1814.
Library of Congress.



Capt. Iredell commanded the “Bertie Detachment,” assigned to North Carolina’s First
Regiment. He wrote his mother, October 5, 1814, informjng her he was “to march for
Norfolk, Virginia, and expeeted to arrive Sunday next.” Hannah Iredell, upset by James’s
choice to march off to war, responded on October 15, 1814.

I feel unceasing uneasiness & pain in thinking of you my Dear Fames and of your
imprudence in placing yourself in a situation so little consistent with your duty & in which

Jou can acquire nothing by any means to the sacrifices you have made, to your own
profession, you had fair prospect of gaining a reputation, your independence. Let me ask you
what you expect as (apt. of a militia company or what great service you can render to your

country or yourself that justify you, n baving quitted the business of your clients, which
they bave trusted to your care and of throwing it away for six months in scenes where you
can acquire <very little useful information. You may contract habits that may be injurious to
Jou for the rest of your life. Business of clients, which they bad trusted to your care, & of
throwing away another to reﬂeet on your mdiscretion, to pre'udif on you to return to your
other duties the first moment you can with honor...

By November 3, Captain Iredell had arrived in Norfolk and wrote of his daily routine

to his sister, Annie.

[OJn my return from a seven bour tedious attendance on a Gieneral (ourt Martial which
is sitting in Norfolk and for which I act as Fudge eAdvocate ... You need not be afraid that
the amusements of Norfolk will distract my mind, for if there are any in the place we have
little opportunity of partaking in them. I seldom go there except on business.... Indeed the
duties of my station confine me closely to the (amp. We are roused between daylight and

sunrise by the Reweille.... From nine until eleven the officers drill their companies and from
then till sunset the Regiment is exercised—this together with making our reports and returns,
Sforms the ordinary routine of our duty. Ewvery other day one of the captains is selected as
officer of the Guard, at the outpost, which is three miles from this place. I have fortunately

escaped this disagreeable service, thus far, having been enguged for this last fortnight having
(ourt Martial duty.

Iredell’s troops never saw battle. Measles invaded the camp of the First Regiment, and
two hundred men died from the disease. Captain Iredell returned from the War of 1812
as a brigadier-general of the North Carolina Militia and was discharged in 1815. He
resumed his law practice and his political career, eventually beeoming a North Carolina
legislator, governor, and United States senator.

Iredell married his cousin Frances Tredwell in 1815. Together they had eleven children,
with three sons serving with the Confederates during the Civil War. Maj. James J.
Iredell was killed in 1864 near Spotsylvania, Virginia; Campbell T. Iredell died in 1863
from wounds received in the Battle of Gettysburg; and Capt. Cadwallader J. Iredell was

wounded twice and recovered.



The Summer Uniferms cof the
Nerth Carclina Militia, 1813

Left to right: Infantry (olonel, eArtillery Major, (avalyy SMajor, Major
General, and eAide-de-(amp.

During the War of 1812 the State of NC( . published guidelines for unsforms in local papers, and
militia officers purchased their own uniforms made to those specifications. <At the time of his

discharge in 1815, Iredell's Brigadier General uniform would have been similar to the <Major
General's uniform pictured second from right.



Geceffrey G Dlair

Accompanying James Iredell Jr. in his military service was Geoffrey G. Blair
(sometimes referred to as Geoffrey Iredell). He had been the property of Hannah
Iredell’s nephew, William Blair. Blair inherited Geff from his mother, Jean Johnston
Blair, who died in 1789. Geoffrey was sold at auction in June of 1812, with Iredell as
the highcst bidder at $600.00. The same month, Iredell prepared a petition to the
Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions for the freedom of Geoffrey G. Blair. The

Pctiticm stated:

That the desire arises solely from an intimate knowledge of the integrity of the said Geoffrey, of his
long and faithful services, of the affection & attachment he bas always displayed towards bis late

master & of bis unremitted attention to him, while laboring as he bas been for a few years past
under almost continual bodily indisposition.

The entire petition follows on page 8.

In a November 3, 1814 letter to his eldest sister Annie, Iredell described the
importance of Geff to his own well-being and comfort.

We live quite comfortably in our but which is just large enough to contain us and which constitutes at
once our bed-room, dining room and drawing room. We have obtained a kitchen just back of our hut
and have bired a cook for whom Geff is an excellent provider. We are even so extravagant as to
indulge occasionally in the luxury of a pudding... I am writing on a table, which Geff purchased for
a quarter of a dollar. We have four chairs and a bench. Two bedsteads and my cot hanging from the
Joists, occupy two sides of the room. On the third are hanging our surtouts (frockcoats), cloaks and
swords. On the fourth side are hanged on a shelf, a coffee pot, teapot, baker pot, plates, etc... Onder
these are the basket and barrel, which Geff use. Deposited beyond these, half a side of bacon, ham,
a quarter of mutton, a string of onions and another of sausages. INExt... our side board which is
simply a plank nailed to the logs on which we have our pitcher, two tumblers and a_junk bottle
instead of a decanter. Onder these items again are a jug of Brandy...

QGeff continued %rl-:ing for James Iredell Jr. after the war and is mentioned in family
letters as he performed errands for the Iredell family.
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Fort Norfolk, built in 1794, played an important role in the defense of the Virgimia coast. Iredell and his
militia troops were encamped nearby in Norfolk, Virginia.



A copy of the original petition for Geoffrey's freedom included 35
signatures from Edenton men who supported Iredell s request.
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